Client Security and virtualization

How to Optimize
Virtual Desktop
Infrastructure
Deployments
with F5 BIG-IP
By Alan Murphy

Centralized management helps improve efficiency,
but delivering desktop images over a network can
incur cost, security, and latency trade-offs. Application
delivery platforms from F5 Networks such as F5® BIG-IP®
devices connected to virtualized Dell ™ PowerEdge ™
servers help organizations deploy a virtual desktop
infrastructure designed to simplify management and
reduce costs.
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Load balancing: BIG-IP LTM is designed
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pronounced when data is transferred

structure deployment, BIG-IP LTM can
monitor the health of VMware View
connection servers and balance the
workload based on the status of individual connections. BIG-IP LTM can
also make load-balancing decisions
based on response times.

F5 BIG-IP LTM
or GTM devices

■■

Client connection persistence: BIG-IP
LTM manages client connection persistence based on unique sessions,
which can be a more robust approach

F5 FirePass
controller

®

VMware View Manager
clients

than persistence based on the typical
VMware View
connection
servers

Virtual
desktop pool

VMware vCenter Server

source IP address. For example, in a
VMware View virtual desktop infrastructure deployment, if users are
accessing virtual desktops through a
Web proxy, BIG-IP LTM can distribute

Figure 1. Traffic management services and load balancing in an F5 and VMware View environment
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“Many organizations are transitioning

to a virtual desktop infrastructure for
their client environments to help centralize management and reduce costs.”

Preparing the IT environment
for a virtual desktop
infrastructure
Virtual desktop infrastructures have the
potential to deliver tremendous benefits to
enterprise IT organizations. By centralizing
control of enterprise desktops, a virtual
desktop infrastructure helps organizations
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In addition, F5 Networks offers BIG-IP

infrastructure functionality.

Global Traffic Manager™ (GTM) systems,
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Red Hat Certified Engineer® (RHCE®)
certifications.

QUICK LINKs
F5 Networks:
www.f5.com
F5 virtualization solutions:
www.f5.com/solutions/
virtualization
VMware View Reference
Architecture Kit:
www.vmware.com/resources/
techresources/1084
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